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Spring 2017 

Local Assessment Workshops 



Objectives  

Overview of 5-year Certification 

Standards 

Local Officials Directory 

New Growth Tips  

Solar Update and 61A Exemption 

Filing Property Tax Exemptions & 

Local Options 

Describe Overlay Changes for FY18  



 

 
5- Year Certification 

St. 2016 c. 218, § 35-36,250 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2016/Chapter218
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2016/Chapter218
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2016/Chapter218
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2016/Chapter218
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2016/Chapter218
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2016/Chapter218


5-Year Cycle Begins FY18 

 

“ 



Advisor Role in FY 18 

Certification Assignments:  

On average:  Staff assigned 

7 to 8 communities each…. 

Plus 

Interim Year Review…  

**Advisors now reviewing 

LA3 for interim and also 

LA15 

 



Assignments FY 2018 



 Updated IGR Certification Standards  

  



Real Property Data 

Collection  

10 year recollection 

program for real 

property.  

What’s your due 

date now? 

Add on one year to 

your current cycle.  

Certification Standards Highlights 



Personal Property 

Data Collection  

5 year recollection 

program for 

personal property. 

What’s your due 

date now? 

5 Year going 

forward once 

recertified.  

Certification Standard Highlights 



Certification Statistics 

Sale groups with less than 5 sales may 

increase time frame analysis up to 5 years in 

length. 

Use additional sales for support only – not 

part of LA3 submission, which is still up to 2 

years only. 

Local Home Price Index study allowed for 

time trending if applicable to community. 
 

 



Certification Statistics 

 

Land residual minimum statistical 

requirements no longer being reported  

 

Evidence of land valuation methodology 

used to develop schedules is required 
 



Methods for Land Valuation  

Sales Comparison (Vacant Land Sales) 

Abstraction (Land Residual) 

Allocation 

Capitalization of ground rent 

Land residual capitalization 

Residential applied (e.g. rural communities)  

Other 



Valuation Review  

Removal of 25% minimum field review 

requirement of proposed values once 

finalized for certification.  

Best practices still recommend a 

review to ensure uniformity and 

maintain equity between the property 

classes. 

 



CAMA Conversion? 
New valuation system or conversion requires full field review 

although with special permission, a desktop review of data could 

be granted. 

Provided… 

 Initial physical 

inspections are timely 

completed. 

 

 Jurisdictions should employ 

a set of digital imaging 

technology tools. 

 

 Assessors must answer 

BLA list of questions and 

submit this request for 

approval. (CF-6) Street-level imagery = Streetview (Google) 

= Streetside (Bing)  



 

Include the following features 

Assessor’s Webpage  

  

 

 Office hours, locations 

 Contact information 

 Annual Property Information 

 News releases 

 Appeals Process 

 Exemptions 

 FAQ 

 Maps 

 Taxpayers Forms 
 



Interim Year Review  

 

Requirements: 

LA3 Sales Report 

LA15 Interim Year 

Review Report 
 

No 

Change 



Central Valuation  
 

 

 

 Timelines are the same for Telephones/Pipelines 

 

BLA Issue Valuations:  June 15th 

 

Appeal @ ATB:    July 15th 

 

**Also allows one party to appeal at the ATB in 

response to another’s party filing after July 15th.  

Appeal must be filed by July 30th or 15 days after 

receiving notice of appeal – whichever is later.  

 



State Owned Land 2017 
BLA will value State Owned Land using a statutory 

formula based on each community’s 2017 valuation 

and updated every two years using the community’s 

equalized valuation. 

 

 Post Values:   June 1st, 2017  

Public Hearing:   June 10th 2017 

Revised Values:   July 20, 2017 

Appeal@ ATB:   August 10th, 2017  

ATB :   Jan. 20th  2018 

Final Values:  Jan. 30th, 2018 

 



Certification Checklist 

 Workplan should be 

entered in Gateway 

 Advisors will be asking for 

prior year cost tables and 

final cost tables used for 

revaluation review 

 Board of Assessors and 

assessing staff owning 

property in the town being 

reviewed shall submit their 

property record cards to 

field advisors.   

 



Local Officials Directory  

New Growth Tips 



Gateway Directory (LOD) 

Certification of Assessing Staff  

FY18 Program Changes 

 

• Search page has updated its look 

 

• Signature page new look  

 and relocated to “Assessor Certification” link 

 

• Sign off is now fiscal year specific 
 



Directory Search Page 

Gateway Local Official Directory  - Search Page  



Assessor’s Certification 
1 

2 

3 

4 

Gateway – Assessor Certification  



Omitted & Revised, LA13A 

* Due June 30th * 

Omitted and Revised Form  



New Growth Webpage 

Now on the web:  

http://www.mass.gov/dor/local-officials/assessor-info/new-home-page/ 



LA4 & New Growth Gateway Tools 

LA-4 COMPARISON 

LA-13 STATISTICS 

⎈  LA-4 Comparison: 
compares assessed values 
and parcel counts by each 
class code from previous 
year to current and notes 
% change.  

⎈  LA-13 Statistics: 
Compares current growth 
to previous 3 year 
average.  Isolates and 
compares major classes of 
growth to value change 
and more... 



Do large 
variances 
make sense?  
 
Assessors 
should review 
prior to 
submitting 
and be 
prepared to 
explain large 
differences. 

LA4 Comparison Report 



LA13 Statistics Report 

⎈ Verify DLS has correct 
information regarding local tax 
billing. ie. PP Exemption, billing 
cycle, Ch. 653 status. 

⎈ Review 3 year average / Avg 
Growth Factor. Explain large 
variations and/or attach 
documentation to the LA13 form. 

⎈ Determine if new 101 construction 
has a higher value than, “Avg 101 
Value” listed. How many 101 starts 
completed from prior year? 

⎈ Check “LA13 Edits” large 
percentages need an explanation. 



Solar Update and 61A Exemption 

What Changed? 

Why did it Change? 



Solar Electric Generation Tip List 

What Changed? 



 Why did it Change? 

 ATB decisions exempting systems 
or devices used to allocate energy 
to grid or other properties under 
same or different ownership.  

 

 Forestall Enterprises, Inc. v. 
Assessors of Westborough, Mass. 
ATB Findings of Fact and Report 
2014-1025 

 

  KTT, Inc. v. Assessors of 
Swansea, Mass. ATB Findings of 
Fact and Report 2016-1426,which 
is on appeal. (Appeals Court 2017-
P043) 

  

 Assessors can decide to exempt or 
can await guidance from appellate 
court. 



 

Taxable Solar 

Taxed without 
agreement 

 

Taxed under 38H(b) 

Value is based on 
agreed payment 

 

Both reported as 
real and/or personal 
property on the 
LA4… 

 



 

Exempt Solar  

BOA deems 

exempt 

 

If a PILOT 

payment is 

offered, report 

payment on page 

3 of the recap 



Chapter 61A Land with Solar 

§§ 172-174 - Amends G.L. 61A, §§ 2A and 13 

 

Defines classified 61A site of renewal energy 
system supplying power to farm and agricultural or 
horticultural use. 

 
 Applies only to systems that produce 125% or less of the 

energy needed exclusively for the farmland. 

 

 The farmland includes contiguous and noncontiguous land 
owned or leased by the farm owner. 

 

 Installations of systems on classified land are not subject 
to penalty tax (5 year rollback or conveyance tax when 
change occurs within 10 years of acquisition). 

 

 Discontinuation of the solar also not subject to penalty. 

 



Cranberry Bogs 61A 

 FY 2018:  There are two 
additional categories 
designating an upper 
and lower range value 
for cranberry acreage 
rates for 61A.   

 Extends special 
exemption from the 
annual gross sales 
requirement for 
cranberry bogs until 
2020. 
 



Municipal Databank 

Filing Property Tax Exemptions 

& Local Options 

Lisa Krzywicki, Director  



Filing Property Tax Exemption 

Reimbursement Request 
 What’s the deadline? 

 Legal deadline – end of the fiscal year 

 Best practice deadline – as soon as you finish your abatement 

period and all requests have been finalized 

 How do we file? 

 Requests are filed through Gateway’s Misc. Forms 

 



 Is there an order to how we should submit? 

Yes, if you look at how they appear on the menu 

that is the order we need you to submit the 

information: Paraplegics, Veterans, Retroactive 

22D (if any) and MDM-1 

What’s new with Gateway? 

No longer need to wait for approval of the 

paraplegic request before continuing 

Single approval of MDM-1 approves all forms 

Amount on paraplegics was adjusted from $400 

to $175 

 



Local Options Relating to 

Property Taxes 
 What should be submitted to Databank? 

 Notifications of Acceptance for: 
 Residential exemption, small commercial exemption, assessment on new 

construction (see below for others) 

 

 

 

 

 Local options for property tax exemptions (see below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Local option meals and rooms tax 

 

 Who sends this information in? 

 Typically the town clerks should notify us, but in some of these instances it 
is the assessors office that is more aware it is happening 

 

 

 

 



Bureau of Accounts  

Overlay Changes for FY18  



Overlay 

 Overlay is now one account and does not 

need to be kept by year 

 We will be looking for you to maintain a 

five year average on the Recap 

 Not raising any Overlay in a given Fiscal 

Year, new policy to be developed 

 IGR No. 16-104 November 2016 

 City and Town Article March 17, 2017  

 



New OL-1 



Contact  Us 

 

 

Contact us 
Local Assessment   

bladata@dor.state.ma.us  

 

Muni Data Bank 

databank@dor.state.ma.us 

 

Bureau Of Accounts 

boadata@dor.state.ma.us 


